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overwhelm her, and she unexpectedly 
hops on a train to New York City and ends 
up on a bus to Maine to visit her grandfa-
ther, whom she has met only once before. 
During her visit with him, the protagonist 
learns a lot about the people around her 
and about herself. This is clearly a com-
ing-of-age story, in which Lucy must real-
ize that her parents (and grandfather) are 
human and can make mistakes. Her trip 
to Maine realistically highlights the dan-
gers of traveling alone as a teenager, and 
her relationship with Simon shows age-
appropriate sexual exploration. While the 
plot seems like it should be action-packed 
given its story line, the writing is slow and 
deliberate, which not all readers will en-
joy. Save this novel for your most thought-
ful readers. VERDICT A good selection 
for large YA collections.–Kelly Jo Lasher, 
Middle Township High School, Cape May 
Court House, NJ
MENON, Sandhya. When Dimple Met Rishi. 
384p. ebook available. S. & S./Simon 
Pulse. May 2017. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781481478687. POP 
Gr 7 Up–Dimple is a headstrong girl who is 
passionate about coding and web develop-
ment much to the chagrin of her parents, 
who wish she would focus more on her ap-
pearance and attracting a husband. Bask-
ing in her acceptance to Stanford, Dimple 
is surprised when her parents agree to let 
her attend a six-week “Insomnia Con” in 
San Francisco. Not long into her conven-
tion, Dimple discovers why her parents 
were so willing to let her go. She has been 
set up to meet a potential husband—the 
very traditional yet charming Rishi. The 
plot is moderately paced as the romance 
between the pair flops, then flourishes. 
The characters are refreshing, even if fa-
miliar. Rishi has a hidden love of comics, 
Dimple is a feminist who secretly yearns to 
please her parents, and the “Aberzombies” 
are the superficial prep school kids who get 
their jollies by making Dimple and Rishi 
feel like outsiders. The strength of the story 
comes from its blending of Indian culture 
and values into a modern-day romance 
that scores of readers can enjoy. This novel 
touches on issues of identity while remain-
ing light and fun. VERDICT A strong choice 
for any young adult collection.–Christina 
Vortia, Hype Lit, Wesley Chapel, FL
NOWINKSI, Hanna. Meg & Linus. 352p. eb-
ook available. Feiwel & Friends/Swoon 
Reads. Apr. 2017. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781250098603. 
Gr 7-10–A week before senior year, Meg is 
dumped by her girlfriend. Sad, confused, 
and in desperate need of distraction, Meg 
dives into her best friend Linus’s love life. 
As she maneuvers Linus into the path of 
new kid Danny, Meg has to start deal-
ing with her own emotional fallout. In 
alternating chapters, Meg and Linus tell 
their tales. The dynamics of the teens’ 
friendship are intriguing but get lost in 
the slow storytelling and lack of interac-
tion between the two. Between Linus’s 
angelic perfection (though we are con-
stantly reminded that he is “chubby”) and 
an overall lack of emotional depth, the 
characters come off as two-dimensional 
and bland. Scenes with little significance 
are drawn out, while more compelling 
emotional moments are told rather than 
shown. Readers who get past the increas-
ingly obscure geek culture references and 
repetitive scenes will find a mild romance 
with a happy ending. VERDICT An addi-
tional purchase, potentially of interest to 
younger teens making their first forays into 
YA romance.–Amy Diegelman, formerly at 
Vineyard Haven Public Library, MA
POSTON, Ashley. Geekerella. 320p. ebook 
available. Quirk. Apr. 2017. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9781594749476. 
Gr 7 Up–Elle Wittimer loves Starfield, the 
popular sci-fi series that has garnered a 
cultlike fandom across the United States. 
When the latest teen sensation, Darien 
Freeman, is cast in the significant role of 
Prince Carmindor, Elle vents her displea-
sure on her fan blog and receives unprec-
edented readership. While working on the 
promotions for the show, Darien begins to 
feel the wrath of Starfield’s loyal fans and 
attempts to get out of an upcoming Excel-
siCon cosplay event by contacting the con-
vention’s organizer. Elle’s deceased father 
is the convention’s founder, and Darien’s 
text message is forwarded to her cell phone. 
The two develop an anonymous relation-
ship via text messaging, which starts to at-
tract the suspicion of Elle’s evil stepsisters 
and Darien’s production team. When Elle 
decides to enter the cosplay contest, she 
must hatch a plan with her new friend, 
Sage, to avoid the interference of her nag-
ging stepmother and acts of sabotage from 
her stepsisters. Predictably, Elle’s and 
Darien’s paths cross at the ExcelsiCon ball, 
which ends with the expected lost slipper. 
The plot in this fairy-tale retelling won’t 
be a mystery, but there are a few twists and 
turns that add a unique spin to the classic 
story. Unfortunately, the alternating voices 
of Darien and Elle are almost indistinguish-
able. VERDICT This secondary purchase is 
best suited for collections that serve teens 
who revel in the fandom and cosplay com-
munities.–Lynn Rashid, Marriotts Ridge 
High School, Marriottsville, MD
RUE, Ginger. Hard Rock. 368p. (Tig Ripley: Bk. 
2). ebook available. Sleeping Bear. Mar. 
2017. Tr $16.99. ISBN 9781585369478; 
pap. $9.99. ISBN 9781585369485. 
Gr 6-9–A well-paced sequel to Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Rebel. The girl band Pandora’s Box is back 
together and experiencing growing pains. 
Tig’s cousin Kyra is not pulling her weight 
as a musician, which may or may not be 
the result of her parents’ divorce. Tig has to 
navigate the dynamics of friends and family 
as she eventually decides to kick Kyra out 
of the band. To add to the middle school 
drama, a new girl from another school has 
taken Kyra’s place, changing the band, 
and another band member is dating the 
boy Tig likes. Rue handles all of this angst 
adeptly and thoughtfully without being 
preachy. Tig grows as the band’s leader and 
as a person as she befriends a former en-
emy, makes new friends, and finds her first 
love. VERDICT A strong choice for middle 
schoolers who are not quite ready for YA.–
Sarah Wilsman, Bainbridge Library, Cha-
grin Falls, OH
SACKIER, Shelley. The Freemason’s Daughter. 
384p. ebook available. HarperCollins/
HarperTeen. Apr. 2017. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9780062453440. 
Gr 7 Up–Jenna MacDuff is the only child 
of the Scottish leader of a group of Free-
masons who must flee Scotland for Eng-
land to hide their support of the exiled 
King James Stuart. Ironically, Jenna and 
her makeshift family of Freemasons are 
hired by the Duke of Keswick to build 
a garrison to protect his household from 
themselves and other Jacobites. In ad-
dition to building the garrison, the Free-
masons have covert plans to use it to their 
advantage. Jenna has doubts about her 
family’s strategy, especially in light of the 
feelings she has for the duke’s son, Lord 
Pembroke, and the danger to herself and 
her family. Though readers are told that 
the heroine is in danger, they likely won’t 
feel it until the very abrupt end. They will, 
however, tire of the constant reminder 
of how unusual it is for a girl, especially 
one of Jenna’s station, to be educated. 
Though the protagonist is empowered, the 
character development is heavy-handed. 
An educated, spunky, yet poor heroine; a 
brooding, aristocratic hero; and an intrigu-
ing and suspenseful setting should make 
this a worthy romance, but the slow pac-
ing of the beginning and the rapid conclu-
sion leave readers with a very mixed bag. 
Although the characters are appealing and 
well drawn, this doesn’t redeem the work. 
VERDICT A romance with great potential 
that is hurt by a sluggish start and a quick 
end. A strictly additional purchase.–Cindy 
Wall, Southington Library & Museum, CT
STINE, R.L. Give Me a K-I-L-L. 288p. (Fear 
Street). ebook available. St. Martin’s/
Thomas Dunne. Apr. 2017. Tr $18.99. 
FICTION YA
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acters are largely two-dimensional, and the 
people of Defaid are stereotypical pilgrim-
like religious fanatics. The prose does a lot 
of telling rather than showing, which can 
lead to a feeling of disengagement in read-
ers. A late-appearing romantic interest is a 
distraction, and while the happy-ever-after 
ending may satisfy some, it feels too gentle 
for an otherwise sinister tale. VERDICT An 
intriguing premise that only half delivers. 
Not recommended.–Gretchen Kolderup, St. 
Helens Public Library, OR
VINCENT, Rachel. Brave New Girl. 272p.  ebook 
available. Delacorte. May 2017. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9780399552458. POP
Gr 6 Up–Vincent weaves elements of 
various dystopian classics with thrilling, 
jaw-dropping moments and just enough 
romance to produce an immensely satis-
fying albeit derivative novel. Lakeview’s 
inhabitants belong to clone cohorts, each 
one engineered for a specific purpose. 
Dahlia, 16, belongs to the Dahlia cohort, 
thousands of girls genetically engineered 
ISBN 9781250058966; pap. $9.99. ISBN 
9781250143525. 
Gr 7 Up–Gretchen Page has just trans-
ferred to Shadyside High School. Seeking 
a fresh start after her parents’ recent divorce 
but missing her best friend, Gretchen finds 
it hard to make friends. The cocaptain of 
the cheerleader squad at her former school, 
Gretchen is looking forward to trying out 
for a spot on the Shadyside team and hope-
fully befriending the squad members in 
the process. Unfortunately, Devra Dalby, 
last year’s cheerleading alternate, also has 
her eye on the open place in the group. 
And when the two girls go head-to-head, 
Gretchen realizes that Devra may be much 
more than the rich, spoiled high school girl 
she seems—she may even be deadly. A new 
book in Stine’s revival of the “Fear Street” 
series, this murder mystery is told from 
Gretchen’s point of view; the third-person 
narration sometimes calls into question 
the reliability of the protagonist, especially 
when it presents the reactions of secondary 
characters, such as Gretchen’s mother and 
Devra. While this is not as layered as many 
modern young adult works, rapid twists and 
turns in the plot will keep teens guessing, 
and generous foreshadowing and suspense 
will have them on the edge of their seats. 
VERDICT With more violence and sexual 
tension than in the original series, as well 
as a classic Stine ending, this is a worthy 
addition to the chronicles of the Shadyside 
cheerleaders, for new readers and longtime 
lovers alike.–Maggie Mason Smith, Clem-
son University, SC
VAN ARSDALE, Peternelle. The Beast Is an 
Animal. 352p. ebook available. S. & 
S./Margaret K. McElderry Bks. Feb. 2017. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9781481488419. 
Gr 7 Up–From the night she first meets the 
strange twin sisters outside her village and 
yet feels no fear, Alys knows there is some-
thing different about her. The twins suck 
away the souls of all of the adults of Alys’s 
village that night, leaving them dead. The 
children are compelled to take refuge in a 
nearby town, Defaid, where they are treated 
as second-class citizens, forced to patrol the 
town boundaries and tend to the sheep out-
side of town while the Defaiders are safe in 
their beds. Alys tries to lead a normal life, 
but after an encounter with a strange beast 
mentioned in gruesome children’s rhymes 
and further interactions with the soul eat-
ers, she knows she cannot be normal—but 
can she at least keep herself from being 
evil? This debut takes inspiration from 
darker Grimm fairy tales and doesn’t shy 
away from horrorlike elements. The work 
is dominated by atmospheric writing, the 
tone alternately brooding and stark. But the 
substance of character and story fall short of 
the promising setup and ambience. Char-
FICTION
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